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ROBERT W. Robert Vonnoh was born, at Hartford, Conn., in 1858. His Hugue- 
VONNOH'S not ancestors settled in Saxony. At the tender age of ten days Robert 
PICTURES Vonnoh was taken to Boston, so he is virtually a Bostonian. His ele- 
mentary work was done at the Massachusetts Normal Art School^ 
where he was afterward instructor, for like most artists he was not 
born with a silver spoon in his mouth. This teaching enabled him to 
go abroad to study, and in two years' time he exhibited in the Salon; 
From 1883 to 1887 he developed himself in the direction of portrait 
painting. His portrait orders made it possible for him to go abroad 
again soon, and with absolute freedom he went in for uninterrupted 
out-of-door study of color. He experimented in his work as Edison 
does in his. "It is intellectual business. I Work it out from a logical 
beginning to a logical end." From his artistic standpoint he arrived 
at the same conclusion regarding light and color as has Dr. William 
Thompson, the oculist, scientifically. The pulsation of light and color 
on the retina of the eye is like the vibration of sound on the drum of 
the ear. After these two years of study and experiment he saw for the 
first time Monet's work. The gospel of impressionism which Monet 
preached had not penetrated to the fields where Vonnoh was paint- 
ing, but the still small voice of nature had been heard and heeded. 
Returning to America he found Benson and Tarbell experimenting, 
struggling with the color problem. "This new movement goes on like 
a wave. The excrescences will be thrown off." 

Mr. Vonnoh indulged in a few reminiscences, laughing delightedly. 
"My teacher in the Massachusetts Normal Art School used to say,. 
'Vonnoh is a failure. He went in to become a teacher and came out 
an artist.' " 
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